Faith United Church
3025 Karnes Rd.
St. Joseph, MO 64506

816-232-5679
faithchurchstjoe@gmail.com
www.faithstjoe.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

C3 (Crafty Christian Chicks)

Please join us for fun, food, fellowship and some crafts.
This month we will being meeting in the fellowship hall on
Thursday, May 25" at 7:00 pm.

Family Fun night
Is back this month! Please join us at 5:30 for Hot Dogs with
all the topping and a Popcorn Bar followed by game night!

Financial Report

The first quarter financial results are in and the current fund’s
ending net assets are at a positive $713.38. We are waiting
for a gas bill that wasn’t received due to a billing issue, but
we are still pleased to have positive news at this time. And
the building fund continues to receive donations. This is
encouraging and will help provide needed finishes for our
new addition.

Thanks to all of you for your continued support. Together we
can continue to meet the needs of our church.

Thank you, The Board of Stewards

Giving Statements

Giving statements will now be provided twice a year, the first
six months and at the end of the year. If you need a statement
sooner or if you have a question about your giving please
contact Debbie Demuth. | will be happy to provide any
information you may need regarding your personal statement.
Thank you.

Inside This Issue

Announcements

From the Pastors Desk

Church News

Calendar of Events

In Our Thoughts, Prayers & praises

A owODdNPEF

Chronological Bible Study

The chronological Bible study meets on Monday’s from 6:45-
7:45 pm in the Youth room, please come join us for this
amazing Bible study.

Brotherhood
We invite all the men of the church to come join us. We will be
meeting at 7:00 pm on Tuesday May 16"

OWLS

We will be meeting at Big Biscuit for lunch at 11:30 am on
Friday May 19™. All singles 55 and older are welcome for a
“Dutch” treat Iunch.

Faith Circle
Join us on May 11" at 10:00 am for our trip to Weston, MO.

Faith United Church’s 2017 Graduating Seniors!

Stetson Brant
Mid Buchannan high School

Grant Neumann
Wichita State University

Braydon Haenni
Mid Buchannan High School

Beth Hernandez

Missouri Western State University

Audrey Catron

University of Missouri




From The Pastor’s Desk

“THE GOOD SAMARITAN LESSONS ON

MERCY”

One day last week, | had a homeless man come
into the office looking for some help. He had had a
procedure done at the hospital and was told to “go
home and rest for 24 hours until the medications wear
off.” Having no place to go he was in need of help.
And so | put him up for a night at one of our local
motels. But this event brought to mind the story of the
Good Samaritan. Rick Warren pointed out four
lessons we can learn from that parable on how we can
learn to demonstrate mercy. | would like to pass those
lessons along to you.

The first thing we need to do is use our eyes.
The Bible says, ‘When (the Samaritan) saw the man,
he felt compassion for him. (LK. 10: 33) You have to
see the need before you can meet the need. We have
wounded people all around us but we are often too
busy to see them. They may have not been physically
beaten or bruised, but they have been beaten up by life.
They’ve been bruised by circumstances and the
attitudes and opinions of other people. The busier we
get, the less loving we are, the more likely we are to
miss seeing their hurt. So slow down! Give
somebody your undivided attention. Stop to talk to the
person and really listen. You’ll be surprised at what
your eyes are opened too!

The next lesson we learn is to be sympathetic.
The verse | mentioned earlier says that ‘when the
Samaritan saw the wounded man, he felt compassion
for him.” Sometimes the greatest way to serve
someone is just by listening. Behind every need is a
story. The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 6: 2,
‘Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the
law of Christ.” What is Christ’s law? Jesus said to
‘Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
of your soul, with all of you mind, and with all of your
strength; and to love your neighbor as yourself.” You
may have never thought about this, but God has
allowed certain struggles in your life so that you can
sympathize with and serve the people around you.
Think about those times and how God brought comfort
to you. To whom can you pass on that blessing?

The next lesson we learn is to seize the
moment. Don’t wait, don’t delay, and don’t
procrastinate. Do what you can at that moment. Love
is not so much something you feel as it is something

you do! Love is averb! The Samaritan stooped down
and got on the injured man’s level. He used what he
had to treat and sooth the wounds. Proverbs 3: 27-28
says, “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it
when it’s in your power to help them. * If you can help
your neighbor now, don’t say, “Come back tomorrow,
and then I'll help you.” Don’t wait for better
conditions. When God calls you to minister to
somebody, do it now. When you see a need, meet it
now. It means that you must be willing to take a
risk...to do that which you fear. Imagine the fear of the
Samaritan, “What if the robbers were to come back?”
Mercy moves in spite of fear. Mercy touches the
untouchable and loves the unlovable.

The final lesson is to spend whatever it takes. |
know your first thought is cost, but showing mercy
requires a sacrifice of time, energy, money and
sometimes even your reputation. The Samaritan took
the wounded man to a hotel and spared no cost in
getting him cared for. This meant loading the man onto
his donkey and caring for him during the entire trip. It
wouldn’t have been like there is a Motel 6 just around
the corner. Mercy will cost you! Mercy that doesn’t
cost much isn’t worth much! God promises that when
you help someone who is hurting, He will bless you in
return. lIsaiah 58: 10-11 says, “Feed the hungry, and
help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out
from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be
as bright as noon. *! The Lorb will guide you
continually, giving you water when you are dry and
restoring your strength. You will be like a well-
watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring.”

We may never know what the next day has in
store for us, but we do know that we serve a God who
placed us on this earth to be His hands and feet. My
prayer for all of you is that as these warmer months
begin to pass us by, that we be ever wary of those
around us. When someone needs a hand, you will
know how to demonstrate mercy. Mercy can be shown
in many different ways, so don’t be afraid to take the
risk, God promises to bless you and make your life like
a “well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring.”

Be God’s!

Pastor Jim
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Recharge:

A Midweek Music Service

A new worship service to Recharge and refresh your spirit through music and scripture!
Our first service will be on Wednesday May 24t from 6:30-7:15 pm.
Please come and worship with us and get Recharged!

June 12-16 from 6-8:30pm
Join us for a fun filled week learning about how God built us for a purpose!
Dinner served nightly.

Invite your friends!
Reqgistration is going on now; please go to faithstjoe.com to get signed up!




Calendar of Events

May 2™ - Visitation Committee 11:15 am

May 7" - Communion Sunday 10:15 am

May 9" - Food Kitchen Team #3 5:00 pm

May 11 - Faith Circle to Weston, MO 10:00 am
May 14" - Mother’s Day

May 16" - Brotherhood 7:00 pm

May 17" - Family Fun Night 5:30 pm

May 18" - Leader’s Night 7:00 pm

May 19" - OWLS Luncheon @ big Biscuit 11:30 am
May 24" - Recharge: midweek Music Service 6:30p
May 25" - C# Meeting 7:00 pm

May 29" - Memorial Day

Communion Assistants
May 7" - Rose Mary Seuell & Carole McClellan

Acolytes

May 7" -

May 14" -
May 21° -
May 28" -

Van Drivers

May 7" - Corey
May 14" - Roy
May 21° - Brent
May 28" - Roy

Building Fund
$5,315.00
$290.00
$595.00
$35.00

Current Fund
$2,389.00
$3,012.00
$1,764.00
$2,343.00

Financial Report
Mar. 26" -

April 2 -

April 9" -

April 16" -
April 23" - $3,327.05 $165.00
Totals: $12,835.05 $6,400.00
$11,860.00 needed each month to meet current expenses.

Attendance Service Sunday School
Mar 26" - 70 30
April 2 - 78 31
April 9" - 47 20
April16th - 127 -
April 23" - 56 -

In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Praises: God’s continued presence in the World
& never absent; friendships formed through our relation to
God and his Son, Jesus Christ!
Cancer Patients: Rob Gregory; 13 year old Riley
Whittington-chronic cancer; Paul Bridenstine (chronic
leukemia); Glen Spitzer’s friends- Janelle, Ethal, Jack
Faulkner, Keith & Frieda Shuell; Mary Lou (friend of
mina’s); Angie Hernandez’s friend, Doug- possible
Leukemia & sleep apnea; anonymous friend- recently
diagnosed with cancer and very distraught; Co-worker of
Missy West, the Lockridge family- recently learned wife
has cancer and has been given 6 months to live; Andrew
(5yr. old son of Central High teacher Mr. Hart)- inoperable
brain tumor; administrator at Living Community; Roy
Nolan’s cousin, Christie Amos (40) —breast cancer; Shelby
Erb, Rick Tolbert’s 16-yr-old cousin, must have her leg
amputated- malignant tumor found after her fall.
Other: Continued prays for Glenn Spitzer — family unity &
health & friends; Donna Brooks- health issues; Donita
Sunderland- chronic health issues; Heidi DeSchepper-
chronic health issues; Tom Vanlone- home with home
health; the family of Linda Trapp, member moving again &
is anxious about it; Cindy Stucker —surgery for deviated
septum May 11™: Coleman Collins (Linda Trapp’s great-
nephew)- 12 yr. old- prayers for serious heart problems;
Carole McClellan’s brother- Gary Battelle —dementia & his
wife Lee, having trouble walking & standing; Leonard
McCall’s cousin, Barb Swank- back in hospital in Des
Moines; Janice Kern —bone graft surgery postponed; Leah
DePasquale (granddaughter of Jody Elford), a high school
student —to undergo a hysterectomy to remove a tumor;
Baby Kash —taken by ambulance to children’s Mercy
Hospital with breathing problems; Scotty Sharp’s dad — in
& out of the hospital.
Traveling Mercies:
Sympathy: Pastor Jim and his family in the passing of his
Aunt Bobbi in Tucson, AZ; the families of the 4 teens who
died from injuries sustained in the crash on Riverside;
Central’s freshman basketball coach whose brother was
killed; a student a Central whose brother committed suicide.
Finally: prayers for our city, our country and the world;
Faith United church- all our people; Safety during
construction on new addition to our building: our church
staff & their families; attitudes- may we live as Jesus told
us- “love one another as I have loved you”; be open to
compromise and DO Something!

ENCOURAGING VERSE FOR THE MONTH!
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him, who has been called according to his

purpose.”
Romans 8:28




